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Exercises: Slides + screencast

SPSS ! (and by extension the VPN)

MS Teams for comments, questions, etc

strawpoll.me/

Before we start 1/2: Today we will be using



From my first presentation:

Submit your drafts in time! This is an exam requirement. If 
you are too late, it will have consequences for the exam 
(point deduction)

If you have very justified reasons for being late, at least 
inform the tutors in time

Before we start 2/2: presentation drafts…
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Now let‘s start...
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➢ Using the VPN to connect to the university network

➢ SPSS

a) Your knowledge about SPSS

b) Recoding variables

c) Assigning values to variables

d) Sorting data

e) Computing variables

➢ Q&A

Agenda



https://www.hiz-saarland.de/dienste/vpn/

https://www.hiz-saarland.de/dienste/vpn/anleitungen-uds/anyconnect/

Connect to the VPN before opening SPSS. Otherwise, you may be 

unable to fully use SPSS. If so, close SPSS and start the VPN

Connecting to the VPN
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https://www.hiz-saarland.de/dienste/vpn/
https://www.hiz-saarland.de/dienste/vpn/anleitungen-uds/anyconnect/


Also useful when researching for articles at home/ outside of the uni

Connecting to the VPN
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Without VPN

With VPN



I want to know if you have had any previous experience or knowledge 

about SPSS so I can adapt the pace and contents of this and future 

presentations

Strawpoll, anonymous, consequence-free

http://www.strawpoll.me/35161927

Your knowledge about SPSS
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http://www.strawpoll.me/35161927


Your knowledge about SPSS
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http://quantitative-methoden.de/Downloads_A3.htm

Example data set
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Please 

download

http://quantitative-methoden.de/Downloads_A3.htm


Recode the variable “Alter“ to get a new 

variable “AlterCluster“ with these four groups:

18 to 19 years old → (group) 1

20 to 29 years old → (group) 2

30 to 39 years old → (group) 3

40 to 49 years old → (group) 4

Keep also the original variable “Alter“

Exercise 1: Recoding
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Transform > Recode into different variables

Input variable = old variable “Alter“

Output variable = new variable “AlterCluster“

Exercise 1: Recoding
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Input the range of the old variable and define its 

new value
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Exercise 1: Recoding



Result: New variable with bigger clusters instead of 

individual values
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Exercise 1: Recoding



EXERCISE 1: NOW LET’S DO IT!
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Assign “values“ to the new variable 

(AlterCluster)

What does “1” or “2” mean? 

→ Go to “Variable view”
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Exercise 2: Values
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Exercise 2: Values



“Value labels”
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Exercise 2: Values
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Exercise 2: Values



Result: meaningfully labelled categories for 

your analyses, e.g. frequency analyses:
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Exercise 2: Values



EXERCISE 2: NOW LET’S DO IT!
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Sort your cases according to certain criteria
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Exercise 3: Sorting



Sort your cases according to certain criteria

Data > Sort cases

First: Sort by Alter-Cluster:
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Exercise 3: Sorting



Additionally, sort by “bed” (condition)

Exercise 3: Sorting
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Data sorted!
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Exercise 3: Sorting



EXERCISE 3: NOW LET’S DO IT!
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Goal: You want a new variable telling you the 

percentage of positive from the total number 

of remembered adjectives 

Transform > Compute variable

Exercise 4.1: Computing Variables
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Exercise 4.1: Computing Variables
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Result:

Exercise 4.1: Computing Variables
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Goal: You want a new variable telling you the 

total number of negative and positive 

remembered adjectives (without the neutral 

ones)

Transform > Compute variable

Exercise 4.1: Computing Variables
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Exercise 4.1: Computing Variables
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Or:

→ There are often 

multiple ways to 

achieve the desired 

variable or, 

generally, results in 

SPSS



EXERCISE 4.1: NOW LET’S DO IT!
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Goal: You want a new variable telling you the 
sum of participant number (vpnr) and age 
(Alter)

Transform > Compute variable

STOP*

Exercise 4.2: Computing Variables
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https://memegenerator.net/instance/72605714/jeff-goldblum-life-finds-a-way-your-scientists-

were-so-concerned-with-whether-or-not-they-could-they

*SPSS will let you do anything you want. 

However, it is your responsibility to 

make sure that it makes sense.



Don’t forget to submit Excel/SPSS files or 

screenshots if they were needed to complete 

the task

Exercise sheets
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Q&A: 

TODAY‘S TOPIC; ERM1 IN GENERAL
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WEBCAMS ON FOR THE GOODBYE
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