

Exercise sheet ERM 3: Quality criteria, structure and content of scientific texts

1) Describe shortly in your own words what quality criteria in research are and why they are important.

2) What are the three main quality criteria? Explain them in your own words and also take into account the relationship between them.

3) What do you think: Is one of the main quality criteria is more important than the others? Why/why not?  Do you always have to pay the same attention to all of the criteria?

4) School grades in Germany are classified in the following way: 1 (very good), 2 (good), 3 (satisfactory), 4 (sufficient), 5 (lacking), 6 (insufficient). School grades are being criticized in Germany for not depicting the performance of the students adequately. 
What do you think: To what extent do they fulfil the quality criteria and why/why not? Elaborate on possible problems!

5) Imagine the experiment design below. First state the IV and the DV in the table, then think about what quality the stated quality criteria might reach with this design. Give a rough and short evaluation with explanation!
· You want to investigate the influence of so-called violent games on aggressive behavior. To what extent does playing violence-glorifying games predict aggressive behavior?
· You recruit the participants by distributing sheets which ask for people that play so-called violent games on a regular basis
· Your setting: You invite the participants to an experiment room with one computer
· Each participant first fills out a standardized questionnaire (duration 10 minutes) which measures the individually perceived aggression as a current “state” (e.g. questions like “I am currently feeling very angry”, “I would not mind starting a fight with someone right now”).
· After that, half of the participants have to play a violent game for 45 minutes. The other half plays a puzzle-game. 
· Finally, the participants have to fill out the questionnaire which assesses the aggression state again.

	IV; DV
	

	Reliability
	

	Prognostic validity 
	

	Construct validity
	

	Objectivity
	



6) What are the contents/goals of these typical sections of a typical scientific text? (summarized)

a. Abstract
b. (Introduction)
c. Theorethical background
d. Methods
e. Results
f. Discussion
g. (Limitations)
h. [bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusions
i. References


7) Note the references for these texts in APA format:
[image: ]

[image: ]
(2 pages; Editor of the proceedings: Gerry Stahl; Place: Mahwah, New Jersey; Publisher: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates)

· Chapter: Over-scripting CSCL: The risks of blending collaborative learning wit instructional design.
· Book: Three worlds of CSCL. Can we support CSCL?
· Editor: Paul Kirschner 
· Author: Pierre Dillenbourg
· Year: 2002
· Place: Heerlen, Netherlands
· Publisher: Open Universiteit Nederland
· Pages: 61-91

(Why? You can find bibliographical references in the right format on the web but they are often faulty (concerning content and formatting)  you will sometimes have to edit them.)
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