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DEMEA

Won't you believe me? Do I demand him back whom I have intrusted? I am concerned for
him; I am not a stranger in blood; if I do interpose----well, well, I have done. You desire me
to concern myself for one of them,--do concern myself; and I give thanks to the Gods, he is
just as I would have him; that fellow of yours will find it out at a future day : I don't wish to
say any thing more harsh against him. (Exit.)

MICIO

These things are! not nothing at all, nor yet all just as he says; still they do give me some
uneasiness; but [ was unwilling to show him that I took them amiss, for he is such a man;
when I would pacify him, I steadily oppose and resist him; and in spite of it he hardly puts up
with it like other men; but if [ were to inflame, or even to humor his anger, I should certainly
be as mad as himself. And yet Aesclhinus has done me some injustice in this affair. What
courtesan has he not intrigued with? Or to which of them has he not made some present? At
last, he recently told me that he wished to take a wife,? I suppose he was just then tired of
them all. I was in hopes that the warmth of youth had now subsided; I was delighted. But
look now, he is at it again; however, I am determined to know it, whatever it is, and to go
meet the fellow, if he is at the Forum. (Exit.)

! These things are: Donatus observes here, that Terence seems inclined to favor the part of mild fathers. He

represents Micio as appalled at his adopted son's irregularities, lest if he should appear wholly unmoved, he
should seem to be corrupting him, rather than to be treating him with only a proper degree of indulgence.

2 Wished to take a wife: Donatus remarks here, that the art of Terence in preparing his incidents is wonderful.
He contrives that even ignorant persons shall open the plot, as in the present instance, where we understand that
Aeschinus has mentioned to Micio his intention of taking a wife, though he has not entered into particulars. This
naturally leads us to the ensuing parts of the Play, without forestalling any of the circumstances.




