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233 ferenda sint, didicerimus. Quare, Cae
que a te hoc peto, ut, si tibi videtur, disputeg col e
toto iocandi genere, quid sentias, ne qua for ¢
pars, quoniam ita voluistis, in hoc talj coetu, gin N
tam accurato sermone praeterita esse videatyy que jy,
vero, inquit ille, quoniam collectam a conviva. (¢ Ego
exigis, non committam, ut, si defugerim, ti
aliquam dem recusandi, quanquam soleo Sapdig D
eorum impudentiam, qui agunt in scepg geSt;arl
spectante Roscio ; quis enim sese commovere pot m,
cuius ille vitia non videat? Sic €go nunc, Cy est,
audiente, primum loquar de facetiis, et doc’ebo zis?
ut aiunt, oratorem eum, quem cum Catulysg nu S,
234 audisset, ‘ foenum alios aiebat esse oportere,’ T{)ler
ille : Iocabatur, inquit, Catulus, praesertim cum
ita dicat ipse, ut ambrosia alendus esse Videatur?
Verum te, Caesar, audiamus, ut .

ad Antonii reliqua
redeamus, Et Antonius : Perpauca quidem mjh;
restant, inquit; sed tamen, defessus jam labore
atque itinere disputationis ‘meae, requiescam in
Caesaris sermone quasi in aliquo peropportuno de-
versorio.
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; t, study or practice. And so,
ative ta(l)‘:: i’f you };hinkpproper, to discuss
gfyjesting, and to state your views,
e branch of oratory should be thought

thaply 2 assed over, with your approval, in
2 been P as this, and in a conversation so

hav n | »
'::lch a co“;gﬁozated." ‘“ Assuredly, Crassus,” re-
c,,,refuug 2al‘ “geeing that you are collecting a
aesals

:on’s ‘shot,’® I will not run away

P zn co{npar:)lﬁnaiy occas’iOn for complaint, although
and SO gweﬂly amazed at the shamelessness of Fhose
I enel;he stage under the very eye of Roscms.b;
who strut 5 caanO much as stir without that artist
for what ‘}:‘: weak points 2 Just so I, with Crassus
poticing dliences am now going to discuss witticisms
in fl‘: st time and, in emulation of the proverbial
for the r°nstruct that orator of whom, after Te-
hogs’ toh;aring him, Catulus declared that ‘all
cently ught to be fed on hay.’”¢ * Catulus was
gp othe’s O ign jest,” returned Crassus, *“ and the more
s e'aklngo in that his own style seems to entitle
!amlty lsleavenly sustenance. But let us hear you,
lél:;sai, and come back afterwards to what Antonius

ill i » ¢« In fact I have very few things
e sttlnslan l’l’m:)(ll)‘served Antonius, *‘ but in an).rl\case
ft Ofxlrgz;dv worn-out by my\long and ltl?'l s:maz
: amtc‘ and shall repose, while (,a_esm: is j:,a ing,
deba .h’ in a most convenient road§1de inn. R
tho“%]ll « Well then,” said Julius, = you ;{’1] o Tho e
alIlJ?ny liospitality unduly generous, for I shall thru
¢

irectly
ou forth and cast you out upon the road, directly

Aty f it. And now,
e tiniest taste 0
¢ Said to have tendered advice to the Goddess of Wisdom, 235 you have taken th

hospitium meum .dlces: nam te in viam, simul ae
235 perpaulum gustaris, extrudam et eiciam.
diutius vos demorer, de omni isto genere,
tiam, perbreviter exponam. De risu quin

AC, ne
quid sen-
que sunt,

@ Caesar refers to his forthcomin
contribution to a feast,
® See Book I, lix.-1xi.

g talk as if it were his

: isely state

Compare the English proverb as to a grandchild giving its to delay you no longlfféct of yours in general. As

ancestress hints on egg-sucking. my views on that sub) 871
* As seeming but brute beasts in comparison with Crassus.
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Oratorisl;tl?\lrtr:tri:ﬂ lll.ud tertium veniam

volentiam conciliat ot vel quod ipsa hilaritas |,
quod admirantur o €l, pér quem excitata est .ene-
B Sy rr(r:nes acumen uno saepe in \,1 i
lacessentis ; vel uslzlondentis, nonnunquam ef-rbo
impedit, quod ele\(/lato ranglt adversarium B
vel quod ipsum ora’toqu()d det,en'et’ quod réfuqtl::(%
Slpmificat! oo ot rem politum esge homine'.
qu0d bristitinm: o5. m,-Quod urbanum, maxiy R
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DE ORATORE, IIL lviii. 285-236

aughter there are five matters for considera-
first, its nature ; second, its source ; third,
willingness to produce it becomes an orator ;
fourths the limits of his licence ; fifth, the classification
of things laughable. )

« Now the first of the§e topics, the essential nature () its
of laughters the way it is occasioned, where it is "#Wrs
seated, and how it comes .mto being, and bursts out
e unexpectedly that, strive as we may, we cannot
restrain it, and how at the same instant it takes

ossession of the lungs, voice, pulse, countenance
and eyes,——an this I leave to Democritus @ : for it
does not concern the present conversation, and, even
if it did, I should still not be ashamed to show ignor-
ance of something which even its professed expositors
do not understand.

« Then the field or province, so to speak, of the @ its
Jaughable (this being our next problem), is restricted DEOYIGe
to that which may be described as unseemly or ugly ;
for the chief, if not the only, objects of laughter are
those sayings which remark upon and point out
something unseemly in no unseemly manner.

“ And again, to come to our third topic, it clearly () its
becomes an orator to raise laughter, and this on ;““)‘r“o"“r"l“
various grounds; for instance, merriment naturally ataness ;
wins goodwill for its author ; and everyone admires
acuteness, which is often concentrated in a single
word, uttered generally in repelling, though some-
times in delivering an attack ; and it shatters or
obstructs or makes light of an opponent, or alarms
or repulses him ; and it shows the orator himself

to be a man of finish, accomplishment and taste;

and, best of all, it relieves dullness and tones down

austerity, and, by a jest or a laugh, often dispels dis-
373
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odiosasque res saepe, quas argumentis
dilyj 5 jons not easily weakened by reason-

facile est, ioco risuque dissolvit. msteflﬂ suggest
ithin which things laughable are (4) 1imits of

937 Quatenus autem sint ridicula tractay d 105 Jimits Wi
a ing’ imits W
t the
Bu dled by the orator, that fourth question 1t8 use;

perquam diligenter videndum est, id quod OTatqy
: : in ; 7 han : ;
loco -quaerendl pos.uu'amus. Nam nee insj q_“arto 9 to beut to ourselves, 15 one calling for most careful
prc')bxtas, et scelere iuncta, nec rursus miser; 8NIs i, we f: Jeration- For neither outstanding wickedness,
agitata ridetur : facinorosos enim maijor % Insigng uch 28 involves crime, nor, of the other hand, out-
quam ridiculi vulnerari vol : © quadan, |4 > anding wretchedness is assailed by ridicule, for the
olunt 5 Imiseros ol . I Vi stan (=] h i h .11 . . ’
nisi se forte iactant. Parcend lludi pe), ublic souldihave:the Vi  SiDOLs hurt by a weapon
caritati homi . endum est autem g Ung her more formidable than ridicule; while they
arita i hominum, ne temere in eos g; 3Xime ™ Jike mockery of the wretched, except perhaps if
diliguntur. icas  qu; these bear themselves arrogantly. And you must
o35 LIX. Haec igitur adhibenda est pri be €S ecially tender of popular esteem, so that you
e Tt e ca Fanill: primum in jocapg do not inconsiderately speak ill of the well-beloved.
s q : 30-1 ime luduntur, quae n . 28 X Such then is the restraint that, above all (5) its
agno, neque misericordia maxima dign €que clse, must e practised in jesting. Thus the things 3R
Quam ob rem materies omnis ridiculorum g a sunt, most €asily ridiculed are those which call for neither
Y e e i T est in istig strong disgust nor the deepest sympathy. This is
e e e 1 neque carorum why all laug}_nng-matters are found among those
, neque eorum qui ob facip plemishes noticeable in the conduct of people who
-nus | are neither objects of general esteem nor yet full of

ad supplicium rapiendi vi :
piendi videntur; eaque belle api. i ; : . :
gi misery, and not apparently merely fit to be hurried off
for their crimes ; and these blemishes,

2 tat i i 1S
riae PO ‘ to exec 1 | S
t n uglines

l o0 if deftly handled, raise laughter.

vitiorum satis bella materies ad iocandum
uaeri i : : 58
?engz::tlfl:::t 2::1):1 lnI ceteris rebus maxime qu aei and in Physica\ blemishes there is good ‘enf)ugh‘ matter
s ua s. In quo non modo illud for Jestmg,_but herc? as elsewhere .the limits of licence
cipitur, ne quid insulse, sed etiam, si qui . prae- are the main question. As to this, not only is there
» si quid perridicule a rule excluding remarks made in bad taste, but also,
even though you could say something with highly

possis, vitandum :
y est oratori utrumque, ne aut scurrilis '
J comical effect, an orator must avoid each of two

?ocus.snt, aut mimicus. Quae cuiusmodi sint, facili
jam intellegemus, cum ad ipsa ridiculoru d - ‘1 dangers: he must not let his jesting become
ol ‘ buffoonery or mere mimicking. We shall more
understand examples of each kind when we
1 classification of things laughable.
3715

venerimus.
374 readily
come to the actua




