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Duo enim sunt genera facetiarum, quorum g
240 re tractatur, alterum dicto. Re, si quando 1; dt “Tum
quam aliqua fabella narratur ; ut olim ty ((lj,.l  fan;
Memmium, ‘ comedisse eum lacertum I:al. .8 in
esset cum eo Tarracinae de amicula rixatusg-l’ ‘cum
at tamen a te ipso ficta tota narratio. Addidiét‘sa]sa’
sulam, tota Tarracina tum omnibus in par‘l c.l o
inscriptas fuisse litteras, LLL, MM ; cum uletlbus
id quid esset, senem tibi quendam oppidanu(rln *:ie.l‘e.res
‘ Lacerat Lacertum Largi Mordax Menp IX-ISS?
241 Perspicitis, hoc genus quam sit facetum qu":mlus,
gans, quam oratorium, sive habeas vere, q,uod(n:rrele-
possis, quod tamen est mendaciunculis aspey e
dum, sive fingas. KEst autem haec huius eger.x-
virtus, ut ita facta demonstres, ut mores eius %enems
naxo'res, ut sermo, ut vultus omnes exprimantu,r utqu.o
242 qui audiunt, tum geri illa fierique videantur ; I iR
est item ridiculum, quod ex quadam depravat.a iml’tre
tione sumi solet; ut idem Crassus: ‘Per t =
nobilitatem, per vestram familiam.” Quid aliud }lan l
in quo contio rideret, nisi illa vultus et vocis imF,
tatio? ‘Per tuas statuas’ vero cum dixit, et e\'teml-
b.racchio paululum etiam de gestu addidi;:, veh‘em:,to
tms. risi‘n}u.s.. Ex hoc genere est illa Rosciana imitatril(;
senis : " Tibi ego, Antipho, has sero,’ inquit. Senium
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((l rassus upon Domitius Ahenobarbus, whoy v:',‘ans att()atzl}b?f
isliked for his excessive family pride. possibly
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e ‘here are two types of wit, one employed upon wit of
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yOlla mius,a {
Mcllj; rguS’S arm, when brawling with him at Tarra-
of 13(1}7-10\0 ; it was a spicy story, but every
of your own fabrication. You wound up by
that the letters M.M.L.L.L. were inscribed
o every wall in Tarracina, and that some ancient in-
;:abital{t answered, when you asked what they meant,
‘Mordacious Memmius lacerates Largus’s limb.” You

see plainly how graceful, choice and well befitting an

cature,
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Jrator is a jest of this sort,.whether you have some
juth you can relate,—which for all that may be
cprinkled with fibs,—or whether you are only fabri-
cating.  NOW the beauty of such jesting is, that you
state your incidents in such a way, that the character,
the manner of speaking and all the facial expressions
of the hero of your tale, are so presented that those
incidents seem to your audience to take place and
to be transacted concurrently with your description
212 of them. Another sort of jest depending on facts,
¢ that which is generally derived from what may be
called vulgarized mimicry, as when on another occa-
sion, Crassus was adjuring an adversary in the words,

‘By your rank, by your lineage!’ What else had the
assembly to laugh at in this than that mimicry of

:on and intonation ? But when he went

facial expressl
‘By y +v." and lent a touch of
on to say, ‘ By your statuary, ang ‘et -

action to the word by stretching out his arm, W€
laughed quite consumedly.? To this class belongs
Roscius’s famous representation of an old man, when
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he quavers out, ‘ Ior you, son Antipho, I'm pl mt;;;

. ypon words. Upon facts, whenever Matter and
the other uj P , whenever wit of form ;

some anecdote for instance, just as the former
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Crassuss alleged one day, in a speech against g cor.

hat Memmius ‘ had made a mouthful and cari-
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est enim ethologorum, si nimia est imitat; Tup, mattel' bandling of it. For if the caricature is too
: ) s 10, sicyy i the ° 7 ¢, it becomes the work of buffoons in
obscenitas. Orator surripiat oportet imitati(,ne | c(trava.ga ,as e does grossness. It bk ithe
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facetiarum, in quibus describuntur hominum 3 W3 X founded on facts ; and they are approp‘:lat.e ;’lbg wied

et ita effing Mores, that 15 s irony, wherein the characters of indi- sparingly.
a effinguntur, ut aut re narrata aliqu continuou ’ : hat eith

IRt allon e qUa, quales 0" 1 are cketched and so portrayed, that either

o .e.ebfm ur, aut, imitatione brevi iniecta, ip yidua '\ “the relation of some anecdote their real
aliquo insigni ad irridendum vitio reperiantur throus understood, or, by the infusion of a trifle

are .
natm:sicry’ they are found out in some fault suffi-
aut z{ez}d)’ marked to be laughed at.

244 In dicto autem ridiculum est id, quod verbj
sententiae ' ’
quodam acumine movetur. Sed ut in illo ds words, however, the laughter is

superiore genere vel narrationis, vel imitationis o4 ‘“As el;fgba; something pointed in a phrase or re-
vitanda est mimorum ethologorum similitudo St : awa:;;f: But just as, with the former kind, both in
hoc scurrilis oratori dicacitas magnopere fu'rfien,dacesltn 2§f-rative and in mimic:ly,dall li.ke?lf.ss 1t(;t23f:3225t }112
i ioitur dist ‘ ‘ O : e is to be avoided, so in this fatt .

2mil;,a:e ; (il;::f;en(l;tz:iuCra?so, a Catulo, a ceterjs g:::g:;rﬁst bcrupulous.l}’.Shm} all buﬂ"oo‘msh rall}ery.
: m, aut Vargulam, amicum How then shall we distinguish from Crassus, irom

meum ?  Non mehercule in mentem mihi au; lus, and from the others, your familiar acquaint-
1 quidem Catulus, own friend Vargula ? Upon my

venit : sunt enim dicaces ance Granius, or my

’ Grani «
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word, I have never

considered this matter, for all of
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S oc, O}ITIIOIOI', primum, ne, quotienscumque them are witty, none indeed more so than Granius.

245 potuerit dictum dici, necesse habeamus dicere. Py- The first point to make, I think, is that we.should
Sl“llS testis proceSSit. ‘ Licet,’ inquit ¢ rogare 3 n()t feel bound to utter a “'ittiClSﬂl e\v'ery tll'nceq;I; lg
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